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Mich. appeals court: Sale of |
medical marijuana through |
dispensaries is illegal B

By Associated Press, Published: August 24

DETROIT — Medical marijuana cannot be sold through private h
shops, the Michigan appeals court said Wednesday in a major

decision that strikes at businesses trying to cash in on pot and cuts off

a source for people with chronic ailments.

A three-judge panel said the 2008 medical marijuana law, as well as
the state’s public health code, does not allow people to sell pot to each
other, even if they’re among the 99,500 who have state-issued
marijuana cards.

The court said Compassionate
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Of course, not everyone shares
: that view. Chuck Ream, president
i of an Ann Arbor shop, called the
/ ruling an “assault on democracy”
nearly three years after voters

/ proved marijuana as a way to relieve pain or other medical
problems. He estimates that one-third of people with marijuana cards
get pot through dispensaries, with others growing their own or
getting it through a registered caregiver.
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“The ‘medical use’ of marijuana does not include patient-to-patient Today's Paper

‘sales’ of marijuana. Defendants, therefore, have no authority under

the (law) to operate a marijuana dispensary that actively engages in

and carries out patient-to-patient sales,” said appeals court judges

Joel Hoekstra, Christopher Murray and Cynthia Diane Stephens.
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