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LIoNS, AND TIGERS, AND BEARS, OH MY!

From worshipping plles of rock, man advanced slowly, with stops
along the way, to enjoy the wildlife. Anlmal cults are perhaps one af
the oldest religlous gestures known.
= ey

Lions. The lion was associaled with the Egyptian gods Re and
Horas; there was a lion-god at Baalbek and a lion-headed goddess,
Sekhet. The Arabs had a Bon-god, Yaghuth. In modemn Africa we
find a lion idal among the Balonda. E s

Tigers. The tiger is assoclated with Slva and Durga, bt Its cult is
corfined 1o the wilder ribes. In Nepal the tiger festival s known as

Bagh Jatra, and the worshippen dance disgulsed s tigers. Tiger-gods
are also found In Hanol and Manchuria.

Bears. Bears were blg in Sibecia; As recently as 1940, among the
Alnu of Sakhalin, a young bear was caught at the end of winter and
fed for some ning months. Then aller recciving honors 18 was kilbed,
and the people, who had previously demonstrated griel at its
approaching fate, danced meriily and (casted on Its body. The bear
Is traditionally associated with_Betn_in Switzedkand, and in 1832 a

- statue of jrtho, 4 be u-l.ldmi. 43, Was dug up there. F
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