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i e then traveled to Crete to wander among the impressive remains of
; ‘,....r""'!l:m Elegant palace murals depicted festive court mmtn.p.rl&cmhits.
et and snake-holding pricsteses—mute evidence of women's seemingly high
status in Bronse Ape Minoan culture.

The trip ended a1 Ephesus on the Anavolian coast—the site of the mins
of the Temple of Artemis, the largest shrine 1o a female deity in the Western
world, Until Christian avthoritics closed it in the late fourth century, 2
ﬂ-".'.'.*f"' woman {(or a man} could officially worship a goddess and priestesses could

s A officially perform major sacraments. As our group contemplated these facts,
Tour guide told the legend of Jesus’ mother, Mary, coming to Ephesus 1o die.
guide then pointed out the hillside on which Mary’s remains were pur-
o fa“’ ported to have been buried.

O the long bus ride back to the airport, I 2sked miysell why Mary would
=¢5  have chosen a place sacred 10 2 "pagan” goddess a3 her final resting place.
ok iftht legensd was a fiction, why did it gain credence] This led me to
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inction due to neglect. Therefore, in the Ifnlinwuup:guﬂﬂt :
reader may occasionally sight an unfamiliar member of an endangened
- speciei of the English language. | ask the reader’s indulgence.

As [ sit here on a beautifil spring day thumbing through the freshly
printed, hefty cube of manuscript that sits upon my desktop, T realize that
my part in this engaging, maddening, wonderful, complicated, exciting writ-
ing project is complete, Now it is your turn. Have a pood read.
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