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false. Perhaps it is our work ethic that is offended—you ke
pain, no gain em’ —
t ¢ fact that they come from outside. Especiatiyin the
,-‘—) Christian West, we tend to define ourselves by the distance

pu{xbﬂﬂ'm'n oyrschvia and nature, and we jalousy guard
borders between matter and spirit as proof of our ties to the
angels, The notion that spirit might tm out in some sense o ke
mf#lerﬂ!ﬁu threat o our sense of sepa-
L rateness and godliness. Spiritual knowledge comes from abeveor /|
ithin, but surcy not from plints-Chajstians have a mmtﬁ't:/ ]
| i o belbeves othe png;'qn_j
i I:l: N

L]

" Two stotied stand behind the taboos that people in the West have
placed on cannabis at various times in its history, Each reflects our
anxicties about this remarkable plant, sbout what its Dionysian
power might do 1o us i it is not resisied or brought under costrol,

The first, back from the Orient by Marco Pobo (
umtmmﬂlkm?m;mrwm
the story of the Assassins, which may or may not be apocryphalio
begin with. The time is the eleventh century, when a vicious sect
called the Assassin, under the absolute control of Hassan ibn al
Sabbah (aka “the Old Man of the Mountain™) is terrorizing Persia,
robbig and musdering with brutal shandon. Hassan's marsuders
wﬂldu:mthinghntdlsdummmwﬁﬁmuhd:ﬂwhi:
lost thei fear of death, How dovs Hassan secure this perfect loy-
alty? By treating his men 10 2 foretaste of the cternal paradise that
will be theirs should they die in his service.

Hassan would begin his initiation of new recruits by
them so much hashish that they passed out, Hours later the mes
would swaken to find themaclves in the midss of a most
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! knowledge that God wanted to keep from
A.d.tmndﬁc M&dﬁ'“ﬂ]ﬂlﬂﬂdﬂ!&ﬂ]hm
uunwit]mutﬂd bnlnmmlnmm:mnmm_n:m_
__hidden in plain sight. The contert of the knowledge Adam and Eve
could gain by tasting of the fruit does not manier nearly 2s much
a8 its form —that is. the very fact that there was sps i
edpe of au‘rki‘ndlnhehadﬁwﬂ' trees fromy nature. The
muﬁhﬂuhr::'ﬂh:llumm ol with magi i

u_u mﬂtﬁdmhﬁyiﬂlﬂmﬁmﬂdmmﬂplﬂmdﬂu
i cxsl, mot
mhlpmgplpmi:mwbmrt Sn- ¢ pagan tree is allowed to

even in Eden, though mlg:d :lrmmd now with a sqrong
taboo. Yes, there & spiritual knowledge in nature, Iﬁtumaﬁ'__ :
\%I:dpmg“dm mﬁtr-:u:.bu_u:mﬁmnm. "

’M?ﬂu will bk punished. ) =
@ hmmmh:dngw\@

TI've removed most all of the temptations from my own garden,
though not without tegret or protest. Immersed this spring in re-
search for this chapier, I was sorely iempted to plant one of theby-
brid cannabis secds I'd seen for sale in Amsterdam. [ immediasely

IT&E 1] Fa et .'n.r.'

NS o prani-

Poain pleviuse rorr Enown in just 2 minese soer ... Bul that fetuer nreer
ootsei” 1 this pespost the codalne experionce b s wvige mimlory of comsumer
donsciomness” 'Wihﬂﬂllt-ﬁn l-htm‘d'ltd-r.l.ln on hrn-lhn'hmd.'f_kll.l::_ﬂ_ﬂ_
mmmfr-nnmrlihumr dtmal:lc,_yﬂa.ﬁ-m:hrdnhum.
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thought better of it, however. So | planted lots of opium pop-
pies inftead. | hasten 10 add that I've no plans 10 do anything
with my poppics except admire them—first their flocting tissue-
piper blooms, then their swelling blue-green seedpods, fat
with milky alkaloid, {Unless, of course, simply walking amorg
the poppics is enough to have an effect, as it was for Dorathy
in Oz) Unscored and 5o at least arguably innocent, these pop-
pies are my stand-ins for the cannabis | cannot plant, Whenever
1 look at their drcamy petals, I'l be reminded of the powers
this garden has abjured in order 10 stay on the safe side of the
Larwe.

56 | make do with this bowdlerized garden, this densely planted
plot of accepisble pleasures—good things 1o cat, beautifidl
things 10 gaze wpan—fenced around by heeded laws. If Dio-
mysus is represcated in this garden, and be surdy is, it's mainly
in the flower border. | would be the last person 1o make light
of the power of a fragramt rose 1o raise one's spisits, summon
memories, even, in some not merely metaphorical sende, to in-
toockcaie.

The garden is a place of many sacraments, an arena—at once as
Common as any room and as special 24 a2 church—where we can
B Nt just bo witness but to enact in a ritual way our abiding tics
mﬁuwmmhrqmm:mm for
_civilization seems bent on breaking or at least forgetting our con-

Hdiummthturﬂ.hrmﬂwmmrﬂdhnudsmpw-
mﬂmdmmuﬂrumbuh.ﬂnmmﬁ'ﬂulhmﬁh
patch, and, if we're paying attention, we're recalled o our depen-
dence on the sun and the rain and the beaf-

L alchemy we call photosymthesis. Likewise, the poultice of com-

frey Jeaves that lifis a wasp’s sting from our skin returns us to
4 quasi-magic world of healing plants from which modern




