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Initiative legalizing medicinal marijuana
may be on Nov. ballot

Kale Tamkie, Draily Siaff Reporer
May 0. 1004

sembers of the Washregaw Coslinon  Fdater collecting almest 7,000 signatures in suppost of
for Compasstonane Care walked 1o Ann  decriminalizing marnijuana for medical use, members af
Arbor Cily Hall lass Thursday to deliver  the Washtenaw Coalition for Compassionate Care

a petition contxinisg moee than 7000 marched from the Arbor Brewing Company ta the dty

apnoiures im sappedt af the legal wse of : : L
medicinal marijuana, (FOREST clerk’s affice lxst Friday o tum in the petition.

CASEYDaily)
Viith the help of the University's chapter of the Nabional
Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws, the coalion has collected almaost bwice the
4,170 walid signatures legally required by the ciby.

Mowi, they may finally see the medicinal marijuana initiative on the ballok in Movember if tha
ity cherk™s office approves the petition.

The petiticn asks woters to support amandments to the Ann Arbor charter that would prohibit
the dty from fining residents for possessing marijuana when it is recommended by a physican
and used for medical treatment, The petition also asks that fines for marijuana use be capped
at 5100, currenthy the minimurm armount for passession of the drug.

Charles Beam, chairman of the Washtenaw Coalition for Cormpassionate Care, said he has
spant the last year colecting petitions from Ann Arbor residents.

“Ann Arbar is a progressive Towmn, and 1 know people wank this 1o work,™ said Fearm, cting Lhe
recent passing of the meadical marjuana initiative in Burlington, Vt. as an axample for Ann
Arbor to foliow.

But Ream added that getting the initiative on the ballot wouwld be an uphill battle.

He daimed the fight for medical marijuana reform was dealt a blow thres years ago when 2
oty derk gawe the Washtenaw County Libertarians the woong deadine to turmn in thair
petitons.

On a larger scale, the infative faces opposition from those who faar the dreg may BEcoms oo
pooeesble bo minors and those wsing it for non-medicnal purposes.

The Bush administration also opposes the decriminalization of marjuana for rmeadical use,

Rackham student Evan Samus said he opposes the intiative bacause i may Cause
dependency on the drug.

"Pecple have cther prescriptions available to them that do the same things. They use
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marijuana for things like stomachaches because they've been using & for years and it has
become a ouwtch fior them, ™ Samsl sd.,

Diespite former setbacks and opposition, supporters such as Tim Beck — a member of the
Detroit Coaliton for Compassicnate Cane — atbendéd the manch.,

*1 know &nn Arbor, and I think this is going to pass ovenyhelminghy. This & menshy & cultune
war,” sald Beck.

Beck also helped put the madical marijuana inibiative on the ballot in Detroit — an issue the
ity will wote on this August

Ann Arbor resident Madeleine Bordhwick came out to listen o Ream, Beck and oifvers speak
before the petition was tumned in. Borthwick, who awaits gallbladder surgery and suffers from
savere pain, sleeples=ness and nausea, takes marijuana medicnally and said she prefers it to
oifer medidines.

"Batween marijuana and add reducer, I have to admit the marijuana just works better,” said
Borthwick, who is eager for the initiative 1o pass in Ann Arbor,

*wWe would be able bo smoke {marijuana) in cur apartments without warrying about the cops
or neighbors finding cut. We would have the right to do what we want to do in the privacy of
our own homse,” she added,

Barthwick said she would continue to use marjuana medidnally, risking fines and court dates.

"1 stop smoking marijuana when they pull the EhElEt up over miy head,” she =aid.
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