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The University and the Death of Che ..+

The equipment which George Zissis (head of the Infrared Physics Lab, IST) and his scientists devoloped
measures the temparature radiation of an object. These techniques permit an aircraft flying over an area to
photograph the heat produced on the ground below with infrared camera equipment. When experts study
these photographs, armed with knowledge about the natural ground radiation, the human body at 98.6 de-
grees is easily identifiable.

The University’s Willow Run Laboratories is the acknowledged center for research into infrared technol-

ogy as it applies to aerial surveillance. This research was directly responsible for the capture and death of
Che Guervdra- in Bolivia.

This is how it happened. CIA and Pentagon representatives were members of the “Che watch” (people
assigned to study intelligence data related to Che Guervara’s*presence in Bolivia). They apparently knew
the guerilla leader was in Bolivia although it is not certain when they learned this. It may have been mere

ocoincidence that Mark Hurd Aerial Surveys, Inc., of Minneapolis was awarded a contract in 1966 to provide
“aerial photographs of approximately 23,500 sq. mi. of Southern Bolivia” (U.S. Department of State, Agen-
cy for International Developement, Current Technical Services Contracts, June 30, 1966).

The “survey” was to take place during the summer of 1967, using techniques developed by U of M
scientists. Coincidence or not, Dean Hanson, a vigepresident of the Mark Hurd Aerial Surveys, Inc,, told a
reporter that: “The firm conducted aerial missions in the Rio Grande Valley area of Bolivia, where guerillas

were known to be active during June-November, 1967 (that is the area where Che was killed in October
of that year). Hanson also said that the infrared cameras were used on this mission and that the film was
given to AID.

It seems likely that the information.on the film was interpreted by the Special Forces “advisors” who
were trained by University scientists in Bolivia under CIA and Pentagon directions. Che’s course could be
easily plotted, his speed, campsites, and even the number of supporters with him could be determined.
With this knowledge, it was only necessary for the Special Forces representatives to “advise” the Panama-
trained Bolivian troops where to set up their ambushes, and which peasants (those living on or near the
guerilla route) to question and bribe. (New Republic, November 9, 1968)

Concemning this and other projects, Willis E. Groves (head of Project Michigan, the largest DoD contract
ever given this University—$25 million) had this to say: “What the Department of Defense does with our
work is their business, we just go ahead and develope more technology.”

IDA: PENTAGON BRAIN CARTEL

The Institute for Defense Analyses (IDA) was formed in 1955 by 12 major universities to facilitate the
distribution of government research projects. It plugs the government into 12 key storehouses of knowledge
and it plugs the universities into the world’s greatest source of funding. IDA is the Defense Department’s
leading “think tank”. B

This arrangement permits the government to bypass low civil service salaries and avoid accountability to
Congress, since Ida is a non-profit corporation founded through a $500,000 grant from the Ford Founda-
tion. It also allows for otherwise illegal conflicts of interest: the IDA board of trustees includes executives
from defense contractors, who thus gain access to information (often classified) of great value to their
firms in seeking Pentagon business. Although technically this board sets IDA policy, in practice it merely
farms out government-assigned research to the member universities (and affiliated corporations). The univ-
ersities are thus offered the chance to market the products of academic research.



