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YOU CAN INFLUENCE ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT FROM WHERE YOU LIVE!

1) INTRODUCTION
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I1) CANNABIS LAW REFORM - OBJECTIVES OF LOCAL POLITICAL WORK

A) To protect every part of our new Michigan Medical Marijuana Act.

B) To protect our people — when one of our friends or colleagues is arrested or taken to jail
we must not rest until they are out. (hold protest demonstrations, write letters,
respectfully attend all court proceedings as a group. If you protect others then they will
be there to protect you).

C) To extend our Michigan Marijuana law so that we can have legal dispensaries where
patients can get their herbal medications. o~ f.l-'ts Cualcl oo M-Jr*f
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D) To end the atrocity of Marijuana prohibition by taxing and regulating cannabis like we
do alcohol.

E) To make local governmentsto good things. To stop local government from doing
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Ill) BE THE “WATCHDOG” OF YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MEDIA, AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

Go to your local government meetings, even their work sessions. Make friends, and make it
clear what your issue is. Tell them you are considering a run for office yourself. Write letters and make
calls to local media when an important issue comes up.

When you know your local politics you will be among the first to know when a good or a bad
policy is being hatched. Immediately try to “lobby” with you best contacts in City government. Use your
contacts in local media to get the facts out (“framed” the way you choose; with your own “spin” on it.)
Praise local officials for steps forward and make sure they are implemented. Condemn them for
oppressive or restrictive plans. Get bad ideas changed before they are even enacted.

Nowadays you can check all agendas and minutes of local governments on the web, so you can
keep track of what is happening and attend the meetings that are most important.

Dale-comment;“It-takes-a-special kind of OCD to keep close track of local Government”

Don’t be shy. Publicize the facts you unearth. RUN FOR LOCAL POLITICAL OFFICE — OR FIND GOOD
CANDIDATES AND HELP GET THEM ELECTED! You can do it! | was elected to 5 four year terms in local
township government. If you are going to the meetings anyway it is much effective (and fun) if you have

a vote. Af\a[ jaimzd o lot d ered:bi 1—5{‘7 1 coudod ws® o nwal el

IV) FORCE GOOD CHANGES WITHIN A MICHIGAN CITY

If you live in a County or a Township you have no electoral mechanism other than voting to
force a change that you want.

Michigan CITIES, however, are governed by “The Home Rule City Act”, which gives local citizens
of CITIES the right to change a city ordinance or revise City Charter through an initiative and
referendum process. If you get enough signatures on a properly written petition the city has no
choice but to adopt your proposed changes or put them on the ballot.

Step 1 - Review (google) the Michigan Home Rule City Act; study section 117.21 through 117.25

Step 2 — Review the a) City Charter and b) City Ordinances. Follow all directions and make sure
your new ordinance or Charter revision language fits perfectly into the current city charter or
ordinance book. Have your work checked by an attorney who knows election law.



We used this process to get the 5 local victories which led up to our new statewide Medical
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ne as a “LEEP”, or “Lowest Law Enforcement Priority” ordinance). We also passed Detroit,

Ferndale, and Flint.

V) KILL BAD DECISIONS BY LOCAL GOVERNMFNT.

Most major new local government initiatives require funds, and to get new tax money
often requires a vote. IT IS VERY EASY TO KILL ANY NEW LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROGRAM THAT
REQUIRES NEW TAXES. For instance, what if your town wanted to build a huge new jail - to
house people like you and your friends. You can organize a small group (if possible), get your
views out to the media, put up lots of well made signs and kill it. JUST SAY NO!

If your local city passes an ordinance you don’t like, such as a restriction on Medical
Marijuana, you can force it to be put before a vote of the people through the initiative and

referendum process (which is outlined in your city charter, which is on the web). /LL v R Q
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VI) USE DIRECT ACTION - “TAKE TO THE STREETS".
> Maximize pgglicity abougtlg E g‘e,s%d the djmonstratlon you will be holding (at City
' Hall, the Jail,"the neyapgper, et f' ocal office Ideréand elected judges pay very close
attention to what they read in the paper and to public opinion. A well publicized
demonstration with a clear message can have much more power than you think. You only
need 4 people with good signs to have a good demonstration. Four people, with good signs

and good publicity to the media, can be more effective than having 400 people with no

publicity. Make your own video of the event and post it where you can.
o ke, 0%
EXAMPLES a)Gersh - self defense, b)Derek Copp- stop shooting students,c) the “74%”
demonstration following Hash Bash —~demand to implement Medical Marijuana in Ann Arbor.

VIl) WHAT IS NEXT IN MICHIGAN POLITICALLY, HOW DO WE GET TOTAL VICTORY?

Local Michigan activists won victories for Medical Marijuana in 5 Michigan cities; and now we
have Medical Marijuana statewide.

In the Nov. 2010 election local Michigan activists plan to win Lowest Law Enforcement Priority
(LEEP) initiatives in 5 Michigan cities on the same day (to “pave the way” for “tax and regulate”
(legalization). Cities under consideration so far include Flint, Mt. Pleasant, Kalamazoo, Ypsilanti,
and Ferndale.

An “LLEP” mandates that a city shall make “possession or use on private property of up to 1.1
—~ ounces of Marijuana by adults the lowest law enforcement priority of the city”. Winning a LLEP
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“I want to know ezxactly
what happens to the seven
hundred people arrested
annually in Washtenaw
County for par—and wkat
happens to-etherB
\we arrestees in this coungz

Township trustee Chuck Ream. Soft
voiced and amiable—he’s a retired
kindergarten teacher—Ream is nonethe-
less a force to be reckoned with in county
politics. Two years-ago he-led the referen- -
_‘dum that legalized “medical marijuana” in
Ann Arbor. Soon after, he mobilized oppo-
sition that killed the county’s $314 million
criminal justice millage. Ream’s objection:
" most of the money would go to build and
operate 200 additional cells at the county
- jail—cells that authorities said would be
used to ease overcrowding but that he
" {feared would be filled with busted pot-
heads.

According to local police officers and
prosecutors, though, it takes a real effort to
get arrested for marijuana possession in
Washtenaw County —and it’s all but im-

- The person doing the asking is Scio

small quantity of] marijuana, says lieu-
tenant Garth Burnside of LAWNET, the
consortium of law enforcement agencies
that deals with the county’s narcotics
crimes. “If we make a bust [on a dealer]
and someone’s there buying, we usually
just tell them to leave.”
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not for that, anyway. It’s not unusual for
and go through a re-
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prosecuted and jailed for pot, Steve Hiller,
the county’s deputy chief assistant prose-
cuting attorney, responds, “Do we prosg

hab program. And if they stay clean
through probation and complete the pro-
gram, they can have the conviction wiped
off their record.”
Asked how many prisoners he has
locked up over manjuana Kirk Filsinger,
ler 6T the Washtenaw County

chadene.” F]lsmger says most
of the prisoners are there either for repeat-
ed property crimes (usually theft from a
building, usually from students) or for re-
peated violent crimes (usually domestic
~ assault, usually of wives, girlfriends, or
kids) In other words, the jail is chronically
rowded not with bustedpoﬂwads but

A;iced;o_;many people his office has

who’ve actually done jail time and three
folks who haven’t done time but might yet
if they don’t mend their ways.

There were five males and two females. i

four blacks and three whites, and they
were all between eighteen and twenty-
three. Five still lived at home with their
parents, three in Ypsilanti and two in Ann

Arbor. One had driven in from Westland to

 visit friends, and one had moved out to -

Belleville after conviction. Most didn’t

own their own cars or have steady jobs.

Those who did worked at fast-food joints

making about $200 a week.

All seven were originally charged with
possession plus something else: posses-
sion plus intent to deliver, possession plus
reckless driving, possession plus driving
with a revgked license. In every case, all

sion cases in 14B District Couxt four folks

vol. 31 ¢ no. 4

 other charges were dropped, and the con-
viction or guilty plea was for possessxon
only, a misdemegas de :

H roerdm. Ccaslﬂnally § 1 f 3
community service was included— wash-.

ing police cars, for example.

All seven consistently failed to meet
the terms of their probations. Most just
stopped showing up, although one did call
to say he wasn’t coming anymore because
he found probation t50 harsh. The judges [

Inside Al]ll Al‘bl}l' continued

then issued warrants, which eventually led
to another round of probation hearings.
When four of the seven failed probation
for the second or sometimes third time,
they were sent to the county jail to serve.
between 90 and 365 days—with the un-

derstanding they’d be released when they
completed rehab.

" None of the four served a ﬁm?znx\ence: .

/ because the jail is overcrowded, they were

thieves-and wife : @ >
é‘{mam g{sg con-

icted of marij in Washte-
naw County—will ever do more jail time.

x
T held e Gail
Mone7 L\oS‘"“R&( ’

/
PVIIO‘V\XH’\ L‘?tao\_f-e ’{1\747

keeP Rrr&f'*ﬂxﬁ PMPL{'

’E”\ ¢ avralol € ? !

oA

TCDCJ %au.&
Se Sed




proves that the taxpayers of the city don’t want their money spent to chase potheads — they

want it spent to protect them and to find real criminals. It is only a tiny conceptual jump from
“Lowest Law Enforcement Priority” to “Tax and Regulate”.

Michigan activists are again going to take the lead. If you live near one of these cities |
mentioned please join us in the struggle for total victory. Possibly we will find volunteers from
our local statewide “compassmn clubs” If you have any money to donate to help us pay
petitioners please let me knov)vif you actuallv live within the city limits of one of these 5 cities
please let me know. You might be incredibly valuable, since most of these cities will only allow
registered voter who live within their city to gather petition signatures. Contact me at the Safer
Michigan Coalition, using my persenal e-mail address listed below.

VIll) YOU CAN INFLUENCE STATE AND NATIONAL POLITICS FRO YOUR BASEIN A LOCAL il'o
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COMMUNITY. (ﬁb& le ‘:m c,quph Jolick - Fosl
1) Know your Michigan State Senator and Representative. Write to them. Be polite but make your £ "‘?""f’

2)

a)
b)

9)

opinion very clear. Tell them that you vote and have a lot of friends. @«he ve le . D < .‘
o ;' {-V-.tr
Be aware of your local member of the US House of Representatives and the two Senators from % i
Michigan. Meet with your House of Representatives member and call, write, and e-mail all your Y 7 o
federal government representatives. The MPP (Marijuana Policy Project) website makes it very to

easy for you to contact your national legislators.
i

REMEMBER, YOUR MOST POWERFUL COMMUNICATION IS THROUGH A PERSONAL VISIT OR A rtf’*“‘f“f‘hw '
PERSONAL “SNAIL MAIL” LETTER. THESE THEY TAKE SERIOUSLY.
NOTE: Government officials care nothing about you unless you are in their district.
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Defend the Michigan Medical Marijuana Act as it is written. V’
Amend the law to provide for dispensarjes so that patlents can get their medicine ol gﬂi i ""J "“‘QQ
ﬂ-{:w‘!ﬂﬁ—ﬂ#&a (_ov\i 5 Y our [aaw

End the brutality of cannabis prohibition and create revenue for governments by taxing and
regulating marijuana like alcohol.

YOU CAN MAKE A REAL DIFFERENCE IN LOCAL POLITICS, EVEN BY YOURSELF. LET’S
PUSH FORWARD UNTIL TOTAL VICTORY IS OURS. “A. g be v ;’ \ Veile CM@I C %’Lr
. THANK-YOU FOR JOINING US IN THE STRUGGLE-FOR- RML—MEHCMWQL
WE WILL WIN, AND WE WILL BRING THE MYRIAD BENEFITS OF OUR MIRACLE PLANT
TO ALL PEOPLE. If you always refuse to act politically you will never know how much power
you could have had to do good.

PLEASE FIGHT BACK AGAINST INJUSTICE! WE STILL HAVE MUCH TO WIN, AND, AS JV t>\ @k(

CHURCHILL SAID, “WE WILL NEVER SURRENDER!” ?L
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d) Work toward “tax and regulate”
e) Make local govt. do good things and

kill off the bad things they do
1) BE THE “WATCHDOG” OF YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MEDIA, AND LAW ENFORCEMENT

a) Go to local government meetings, stay informed
b) Establish good relationships, make friends
c) Make your issue very clear
d) Use the web — Agendas, Minutes
e) RUN FOR OFFICE - or find a great candidate and support them
1IV) FORCE GOOD CHANGES WITHIN A MICHIGAN CITY
a) Initiative and Referendum — Michigan cities
b) “The Home Rule City Act”, Section 117.21 - 117.25
c) Fully comply (and integrate with) City Charter

and ordinances

V) KILL BAD DECISIONS BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT.
a) If a vote of the citizens is required - (millage)

b) If no vote of the citizens is required - (ordinance)

VI) USE DIRECT ACTION - “TAKE TO THE STREETS".

a) MAXIMIZE PUBLICITY

b) Stay on message
c¢) Make great, colorful signs

]

d) Don’t need many people

VII) WHAT IS NEXT IN MICHIGAN POLITICALLY,

HOW DO WE GET TOTAL VICTORY?

a) Lowest Law Enforcement Priority (LEEP) Campaigns

b) Easy to win

c) Tiny jump from LLEP to “tax and regulate”

d) 5 cities, Flint, Mt. Pleasant, Ypsilanti, Kalamazoo, Ferndale
Vi) YOU CAN INFLUENCE STATE AND NATIONAL POLITICS

a) State Representative and Senator

b) US Representative and Senator

c) Personal contact and “snail mail”



