PETITION TURN IN EVENT

PRESS CONFERENCE

FRIDAY, MAY 7,2004 11:00 AM.

IN THE TAP ROOM AT THE ARBOR BREWING COMPANY
114 E. WASHINGTON ST., ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48104

On Pr]day My ?{ iens-eontainiag-nearly 7000 signatures will be turned in to the ”"’y
Clerk afthe-eity of Ann Arbor in order to put Medical Marijuana on the Ann Arbor

Ballot in Npvember. 4170 valid signatures are legally required.

iwrm

Marijuana (properly called Cannabis) has been an important medicine for thousands of
years. It was reintroduced into Western medicine around 1850 as tincture of cannabi

and became a staple of American and European medical treatment. Queen Victoria used

it for a variety of ailments; Mrs. Lincoln was given it when President Lincoln was shot.
Cannabis formulas were used with the tiniest infants and the oldest grannies.

Cannabis keeps people alive who otherwise could not keep food down, allowing cancer
and AIDS patients to survive. It lets people with Rfthritis and Multiple Sclerosis move
more freely with less pain. Cannabis is a proven painkiller that you can ’t overdose on or
get addicted to. It successfully treats Glaucoma, insomnia, migraine headaches, spasticity
and seizures, and many stress-based atlments. It can often help with depression, epilepsy,
aggression and hostility, and withdrawal from addictions. My personal problem was
stomach pain; I think cannabis kept me alive during 1968.

Decisions about medical care must be left to doctors and patients, particularly with a
substance that has no known lethal dose. Our Bill of Rights, our concepts of federalism
and separation of powers, our relations between citizens and law enforcement, and lhe
faith of citizens in our democratic system are being destroyed to stamp oul our earths

most useful plant. tj"m‘id.zn@\ i

The savage cultural war on cannabis has no justification in science or public health. Sick
people must be exempted from this harassment. Why would we spend scarce tax dollars
to keep medicine from suffering people? We can stop it in Ann Arbor.

ant—
WE WILL HAVE A P}{ESS CONFERENCE AT 11:00.

WHEN QUESTIONS/CONCLUDE;WE WILL WALK TO CITY HALL AND TURN
IN PETITIONS TO THE CLE ICE.

WE WILL RETURN TO THE ARBOR BREWING COMPANY FOR LUNCH.
SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

Charles Ream: Chairman, Washtenaw Coalition for Compassionate Care (also a 33
year Kindergarten Teacher, and four term Scio Township Trustee)

Dan Solano: fré@m Police Officers for Drug Law Reform, injured in the line of duty.
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