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ahibition, which hag only resulted = law-abidng ctizens being fumed into

eriminals,” suid Bruce Laach, & criminal defersse lzwyer in Flint. One of his Official Rosetta
chents was charged with delivery of marijuana this past week alter palice
raided his dspensary in June Stﬂ'n E@

A bill by Rep. Mike Caliton of Nashyille would legalize dispensaries, or rosetlastona.com

businesses thal sell meniuana, to regetered patents and caregivers. The sty a New Lancuans with
Michigan Suprema Court deamed dspensaries illegal in a 4-1 ruling last N i
wear, but some oities still offer Boenses and many dspensarnies post Seeir . : :
address and hours onSine. The bill passed the state Houss 95-14 in b
Depemibar

Of the 20 stabes where medical maduana is legal, 14 alow dispensaries,
accarding to the Maticnal Conference of State Legislatures

A bl by Rep. Eilean Kowall of Whate Lake deals wilh marjuana on & smaller
seale, Hwould allow patients and carcgivers to make masijuana-infused
producks, ncuding edble and topical forms, in specfic quantities. One
aunce of usable marijeana would be equivalent to 16 cunces of a solid
product, T2 fluld gunces of a bguid or seven grams of a gas., Patients can
hawve 2.5 sunces of died marijuana leaves of fowers currently. The il
passed the House 100-2 in Decembser

Thee Michigan Courl of Sgpeals ruled last year thal leod containing
manjuana’s achve ngredient but not dried leaves or Nowers ign't “uzable
marijusna” undes state law. PasSents who possess THC-laced foods could
slill dairm immunity under another section of the law, e court sid,

Paliants” rights groups say allemative farms are cucial (o those who ane oo
sick ar prefer nat to smoke, They have urged fhe Senate Government
Ciperations Committes 1o act en the blls quickly, but the commities hasn't
said whan it will vote,

Michigan State Police also is working with lsmwmakers bo clarify bill sections
that it says endanger publbc safety, Law enfarcement officiats have had
“positve corversations” with legislators about clearer standards, State
Palice Sgt. Amy Dehrer said &l a compaties hearing on Mansh 11

Michigan food safety crganizations oppose the legsiation because it doesn't
apply state food law to dispensanes. The groups say any business that sellis
Tood should be Boensed and ngpacied.

While Gov. Rick Snyder has stayed out of the fray, his administration
advocated for marijuana patients recently while negoliatng with lewmakers
over @ drug besting piled program for welfare recipients. The Departrent of
Hurman Services worked to convinees awmakers 1o ensure authorized
madical marijuana use would not be grounds for welfare ineligibility.

Alrommey Ganeral Bill Schuslle was unsdailable for comment but has said he
opposes efforts to begalize drugs because expanding sales would undermane
pubfic safety and make them maore accessible to mnaors

“This law is marmowly focused to help the seriously ill, nol an open doors 1o
unresiricted retail marijpana sales,” Schuette said afier the Michigan
Supreme Court decision. “Tispensaries will have to close thelr doors.®

Advacales say the legal depensanies would create jobs and generate stale
revenue. Michigan's medical marijuana licensing program netted S8 & million
in fimcal 2013,

State lax revenue from despensaries vanes widely, ranging from tens of
millians of dellars a year in California io a few hundred shousand in Maine
and Maw Mexico, according to the Manjuana Policy Project advocasy groug.
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One of Leach’s clients, Kiel Howland, voluntarily surrendered Monday after a
state police raided his Springfield dispensary, Karmacy, and two others last
year. Charges include delivery of marijuana, possession with intent to deliver
and manufacturing. Possible penalties range up to four to seven years in
prison.

Leach said he's confident Howland will be exonerated because Karmacy
was licensed by the city of Springfield and had previously been inspected by
police.

“If this bill does pass, my client’s alleged conduct would be entirely legal,” he
added.

Ream, the Ann Arbor advocate, ran MedMar dispensary for less than two
years before it was raided in 2011, leading to its closure. The dispensary
has since reopened under new management and a new name, Arborside.

-

] Ream, a retired kindergarten teacher, said he hopes to apply for a
dispensary license if the bill passes, but knows the competition would be
“fierce.”

“I miss it, it breaks my heart. | want to be there to widen the patient base. |
know that | have the people skills to bring the use of cannabis to older
people,” Ream said. “My motto will be, cannabis is wasted on the young. It's
older people who have the aches and pains.”
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Jim Raginia - Top Commenter

Can we just get to full legalization already? | would hate to have to take my tourism dollars to
Colorado, Washington, or the next state that makes it legal. | saw a great article that makes a lot of
sense, and it makes you think about the dangers kids face. Not to mention the parental
brain....http://www.thecannabist.co/2014/03/20/parenting-teen-health-experimentation-marijuana-
alcohol-tobacco-worse-things-teen-try-than-take-hit/6827/
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y Chris Weins - Top Commenter - Hazel Park, Michigan

S *. ) { Ummm....that was hardly unbiased.
who) A Reply - Like - 9 hours ago

Chris Weins - Top Commenter - Hazel Park, Michigan
Where is all the tax money pot was supposed to deliver?

Tax pot to fix the roads.
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