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“This is a pocket manitesta for thase who still wonder bow o small ———
proup of rich, powerful oligarchs tied wpgether the shoelaces of
the progressive movement. Read it once, and know why we ane

lozing, Rend it twice, and we can restorne sanity to the world,”
— — T I-Iuwken.fnauthnr.uiﬁﬂtuml pit.ulr'_-.-m__‘_ Le
@Lim— B - I -__'f_‘:’_i‘."'_l'“. T At N Nl
_ " laarned u lot from Lakof, You will we." A 2 cenm oo
"ﬁﬁ-‘-ﬁ 1.-. Tt -wlﬂx!:i g}mn arﬁd'u_ iy m—- :
Joveyfram thabaach s B it ————L
P .II-I].::mI[ Think of an Elephant! is 2 work of genlus. As George Lakoff
B Gkplains how the tight has framed the notion of the political
center, he presents bath the mast arginal and rhe most practical
analysis of United Stares politics in many pears.”

-

—Grorpe Akeclof, University of California, Berkeley,
and MNobel Prize winner in Econemics

Z 50 -:.li""\.-rﬁ'h.kfi—»,‘u--.l £+, Mery,oe By cipliva
“Are you tired of explaining o reporters why they shouldn't call
Fush's clear-cut extrsvaganza healthy forests'? Does ic bother
you that the power plants upwind from your community will keep
an poisoning you with mercury in the name of “clear skies”! Do
veny wonder what “Funily value' is advanced by shifting the codt of
cleaning up woxic waste from polluters o vietims!

“If wou wane 1o rake back our counery, you have o take hack
your community. 1F you wint 1o ke back your community, you
need o rake hack the debate, This book, and the video that go
with it, are your essential tools. Whar the Bush administration has
dome for abfuscarion, George Lakoff's work does for clasificarion.”

—Carl Pope, Executive Director, Slerra Club, and author of
Strategic Ipnovance: Why the Bush Adminisivation I

Recklessly Destroying o Century of Environmental Progresss
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“I'rogressives have a lot to learn about persuading swing voters o
our cause, and there's no becter teacher than George Lakoff. Thas
readable rexr couldn't be mose cimely; i should be read widely
and put to work!”

—Daniel Ellsherg, author of Secrets: A Memaoir
of Vietham and the Pentagon Papers

“Uienrge Lakofi™s Dan't Think of an Elephane! 5 o wordedul example
of what happens when you combine a linguise’s ear for the subrleties
of language with an understanding of the complexities of modem
p:_1|il.‘i|;5 it11|.| a1 conn el I;|::|]1n_||.:r~|.r:c'|':'r'|.-'i|.|=:|'|5.. Whether Wi think
of wourself as a liberal, a progressive, or simply someone with an
imterest in how polivical language works, this is a rmuse read.”

—Geoffrey Nunberg, Consulting Professor of Linguistics,
Stanford University, and author of Geing Nucular

“Ever wonder_how the radical righe has been able 1o mu'.-'iucr:

s

average Americans to repeatedly vote agminst theirow !

Tt the framing, stupld! Dan't Think of an Elephant! is a [!ll'[h'f and
powerful primer on the langusre of American politics, and a vital
rermitsder thar he who creares the palicical framewards oo

the picture that’s put inside, Its also a detailed roadmap our of the

mess we are in. Lakoff shows how progressives can reclaim the
political narrative—and, in the process, change our country and
our world for the beteer.”

—Aranna Hulfington, syndicated columnist and author of
Fumatics & Fools: The Game Plan for Winning Back America

i b -
"][':I:llg:- epough that we have reason on our side. Lakoff offers ceu-
cial hessons in how to counter right-win dcm.grl-,:a_};'ut'ry- Essential

reading in [h:!;l neo-Orwelll H‘l_’lil! af Bush speak.”

—Robert B, Hcich. Mavrice Hexter Professor of Social
and Economic Policy, Brandels University, and author of
Reasom: Why Liberals Will Win the Battle for America
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FOREWORD

If only the Democrats had read Geoege Lakoll a few years ago, we
might mot be in the position we find curselves in woday: our of
power in the White House, out of power in Congress, and out of
pewer in the Courts.

Lakaff has written down, in language liberals can understand,
what Ralph Reed, Newt Gingrich, and Frank Luntz intuitively

realized a long time ago. Language matters.
By defining a concept such “I'I'.'.' 8 I gt 1 L
Republican party not only set the rer it theyseized
the high ground. By defining tax ents as tay relidf, the right alsa
defined those who were againse tax curs srememially bad people, ——
[f you are confused hymﬁ. you desperately need to read this -
book, Lakoff's insights will not oaly send a chill of recaEnition :
through you. More importancly, he shows us the way out of the S__)'
morass, Americans who want o be fiese vo ser the apends nesd o

be quick, and must understand the wae uFIangmge:.M‘_h b

abso need to be unapologetic and unafraid. ..g—
Cleorge Lakoff will be one of the mose infleential political

: I
thinkers of the progresive movement when the history of this .
century is written. It is up to those who want change o make good ’l'
use of his unicue insights, P
—Howarne Dean e
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