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k. why certail substafices ag revered in tribal societies throughout
: ?"ﬂr""-" as wellas ridiculed in contemporary Western

“culttees, [n the West, these 5053 ances ars called “peychedelics,” a chass
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though they were once thought to “expand consciousness,” which
sounds at least theoretically desirable, no sane adult can be allowed le-
gal access to them.

The word psychedelic—"mind-manifesting™—was coined in the
1950s during our culture’s brief enthusiasm for chemical self-discovery
The term itself is a bit vague, as the entire set of these substances rends
to escape precise classification. In this book, I have, for the most part,
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