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TEN YEARS AGO, while killing time between flights ina
duty-free shop, I found myself wondering why | was surrounded by drugs.
Marlbmamhomdmmyleﬁ.nmmhuﬂabwmﬁtaclgnn
‘hocolates behind me, Kenyan coffee ~everywhere | looked. |
sw imported psychoactive here? And
why could “here” be anywhere —why did duty-free shops all seem to be
stocked with the same merchandise? (Indeed, I can no longer recall which
airport | was passing through.) Though I had long been interested in the his-
tory of narcotic drugs, this book grew out of a braader curiosity

active commgree. ubiguitosss—and. Loow belicye, defjping —festure of the|

"1 could not have acted on that curiosity without a b rescarch leave
acruty of North Florida lowship from the National En-
?Mﬂ» Francss C. Wood Tnstitute for the Hustory
hk&dntuwoﬂdmywialﬂlt&:&gd?hmd'w
Librasy; the Sonnedecker Visiting Rescarch Program financed a visit to the
University of Wisconsin. Librarians there extended me every professional
courtesy, as did those at the Universities of North Florida, Pennsylvania, and
Kamnsas.
1 am especially indebted to UNF's Alisa Craddock, who filled countless in-
terlibrary loan requests, often cryptic and fiendishly obscure. Elaine Stroud,
sreg Higby, and Glenn Sonnedecker offered assistance and advice during
my stay in Madison, Charles Greifenstein, Marjorie Smink, Sophic Sereda,
and Thomas Horrocks rendered similar services at the College of Physicians
of Philadelphia. Deborah Franklin, editor of the College’s Transoctions,
kindly granted permission to incorporate parts of my article, “Medicine’s
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