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| 2 tures keep secrets; they illumi mm-vl:l ngs and suppreds others,
Every culture conceals as much as it reveals; that is its styde and its dis-
tinctive contribution. Cultures survive as long as they can maintsin that
style, which means as long as they can hide from themsehwes. There is 2
sense in which every culture is a conspiracy, a coordinated effort 1o open

a few doors of perception and to close others.

The natural envirenmeent has been excluded from mainstream pey-
chological theory so totally that it might very well be a deliberate con-
spiratorial act. How could so vast a flaw go unneticed except by collusive
negligence? Let me, in fact, put the case as strongly as possible. The envi-
ronmental disconnection of modern psychology is indeed a conspiracy:a
centuries-bong collaboration ameng the best and most auwthoritative minds
ity our soCiety 1o keep human nature as distant, different, and disengaged
from patuce 45 possible,

It is only during rare periods of disintegration or strenuous transd-
tion that courageously inquiring minds have the chance 1o see through
the “oificial secret acts™ of iheir culture and take a greater perspective
into account. This is obviously such a period. Over the past two 10 three
generations, for reasons both internal and external, Wegtern culture has
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