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Introduction

HUMAN PRESENCE ON THE PLANET EARTH IN THE OPENING
years of the twenty-first century is the subject of this book. We need
to understand where we ane and how we got here. Once we are clear
on these issues we can move forward with our historical destiny, to
ereate a mutually enhaneing mode of human dwelling on the planet
Earth,
- Just now we seem 1o be expecting some wonderworld to be attained
Jhrough an ever-greater dedication to our selences, technologies, and
commercial projects, In the process, however, we are causing immense
ruin in the world around us. :
We might begin to think about our present life-situation by
reflecting for a moment on the wonder of Earth, how it came Lo be the
garden planet of the universe and what might be our human role in

this context. To appreciate our immediate siluation we might also
develop a new intimacy with the North American continent. For we
need the guidance and support of this cominent as we find our way
into the future,

The most hasic and mest-disturbing t'unun;t!umﬂ—t»f-.zl!n priginal
Europenn settlers u‘aa(n CONUET tl}h_mg_li_r_l-r'nl andreduce it Jo human
use, Because the exalttion-of the human and the subjugation of the

e — - —
nitural have been so excessive, we need to understand how the human

Pl community and the living forms of Earth might now become a life- ,..5_.
giving presence 1o each other, We have already shaped the eritical é
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understanding and the appropriate technologies that can assist in
establishing a beneficial human presence with the other components

thiz continent and also with the one great Earth community, We
— e ———

necd only see that our human technologies are coherent wilh the

ever-renewing lechnologies of the planet itself,
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