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he tall, mustached Texan on horseback Tooks like the quintessential
cowboy with his Stetson hat, red bandana, dusty boots. and jingly
spurs. His sunbumed arms and leathery face show
of a rugged outdoorsman. But Howand Wooldridge jsn’t you
He's a retired police detective who's riding acyoss the coun
provocative message—legalize marijuana and

. Misty, began
end seven months
and a bag of carrots tied
b cost, atbracting atten-
tion and generating press coverage as they passed through cities and mowns.
Along the way, they had to contend with rattlesnakes in Arizona and New
Mexico, and the blistering summer heat of the Great Plains, With the ﬂﬂp-}

their journey in Los Angeles in March 2003, a
anvd 3,300 miles later in Mew York City. With a bed
behind the saddle, they clippety-clopped from co

tion of a few death threats, the folks they encountered were usually friendly
and many offered the veteran lawman a meal and a place to stay overnight.
“The horse is a2 wonderful vehicle because people relate to the cowboy cop

3
image,” Wooldridge explained. “Then we start talking politics.” ‘:Eg
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slogan: COPS SAY LEGALIZE DEUGS. ASE ME WHY. £
During his transconti L ge bectured on criminal-justice -
iisucs a1 several colleges and universities. He spoke in a disarmingly folksy

their ideas about marijuana prohibition and the war on drugs. Wo
discussed his cighteen years as a police officer in Michigan an
once received a call for help from a battered housewife or anyone else because
of marijuana. Yet Lansing-area cops spent countless hours searching cars and
isking tesnmgersimacder to find some weed when the police could have been
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