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ninetecnth-century classic Eﬂmnnim.ﬂ}' .F.ﬂ?ﬂ!ﬂr Delusions ,“rj I.i.-.r Madmers

af Crowds, were alive roday 5 inop

lar delusion along with [ and

believe that we are now ar

e

For a short period i <h

lar delusion was beginning o 1o

was possible to believe that this popu-
its d embedded grip. Whatever the
_ cultural conditiens thar made it possible, there was no doubt thar che discus-
i sion about marijuana was becoming more sensible as we became conscious of
the irrationality of classifying this drug as one with a high abuse potential
and no medical value, If that wend had continued, it was likely that within
another decade marijuana would have been sold and regulated in the United
; States in much the same way as aleohol.

At thar time, we had re imistic. In 1971 the National

F e e S
| Commission on Marijuana and Dirug Abuse, appointed by President Nixon,

had recommended the dimination of penalries for possession of

pcrmﬂ usc and Mﬂwl"‘%@
had become the first state to decriminalize marijuana, making possewsion of

less than an ounce 2 civil offense penalized by a small fine. | lagka

hﬂMﬁr private possession and cultivation of less than
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four ounces. President Carrer had endorsed decriminalization, as had the
American Medical Association, the American Psychiarric Associarion, the
American Bar Associarion, and the National Council of Churches. By 1977
miost states had reduced simple possession o a misdemeanor, and by 1980
rl-l:\':n states had actually d:mmlnﬂ]uﬂd_gamsnnn
Un forrunarely, chis r:n:n:i_dlg:'l AOC conCinse. T'hi: marijuana reform maove-
ment peaked in the lace 1970, In 19‘?3 D: Perer Bu-um::. the White House
drug advisor who had helped President Carter move toward reform, resigned
and was replaced by Lee Dogoloff, a hardliner. In that same year the propeor-
tion of the population Fvoring marfjuana legalizarion began ro fall from ics
1977 h]gh of 28 percent. Under President RcaEn the EOVETNMERL instituted
a program of "zero tolepance” E:.r 1933 it was spraying the dangerons insec-
ticide Paraguat on domestic marljua.na crops and using military methods to
uproot cannabis planes and arrese growers in norchern California.
In 1987 Supreme Court nominee Dl:mg]as Gmsbcrg had to withdraw
under pressure becanse he had smoked marijuana as a law pmﬁ:ssnr. In
1989, under President George H. W, Bush, che federal Eovernment l:lr,,gan
[]p:r:q:pm Green Mcrﬁﬂt Whlﬂlmﬂiﬂii%iiﬁm’
plant-growin -:-qu:pm:nt and raided ¢ The firse
Em:utmn also warked hard o pn:r'iu:tdn: Alaska to recriminal-
izc ma.rguan:l Possession and Eucc:nd.:d in 19@ Tlur sAMe }'E—il’ Cnngn::ss

: ent measures {and the growing hoys-
ceria of anrimarijuana citizens’ gmup:}l did nor E‘:ﬂﬂ-ﬂ,’: any J;:wl_}:nnw[:dg: _
about the dangers of this drug, The more than 4.third oF 7 ce
the publication of the firsr edition of Maribrene Reconsidered has pmdun:r_d
remarkably lictle laboratory, sociological, or epidemiological evidence of seri-
ous health or soci e used h].r marijuana. Tl'll: presentartitude of
the Euvﬂncnmmanjm a cpisaders bea - ip
 realiry char the P Reefer Madwess bore in 1936. Buc
more striki now, Because we know ba_much more.
Since 1971 millions of do ¢ been spent by the Magion sriruce

of Drug Abuse o stud m ‘cannabis. This vast research enter-

campl:::ly failed to provide a scienrific basis for prohibirion.

idence against toxicity continues to accumulace, the governmens
persists in escalaring irs war on marijuana nsers, most cruelly on those who




