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Echos of 1968 Now and Again
Labadie Collection exhibit, upooming concert
By -

Owctober 22, 2008

As the tall, wiry gentleman, who'd been younger
back in 1968, finished off an imprompiu vocal
performance — “Thenz ain't no time o wonder
why, Whoopes! we're all gonna die!™ — a couple
dozen people standing in a semicircle applawded
the effort, Chisck Ream doesn’t rmndomly show up
1o ihe Gallery (Room 1007 in the UM Hadcher
Graduate Library 1o entertain folks with Country |/
Joe McDonald profest songs from the "60s — the
occasion wizs an informal tour of a show ofgani
by Julie Herrada, curator of the
at the LM library. The show, which is on ds
through Dec. 19, is tithed “The Whole

W atching: Protest and Bevoluti 1068,
Se ollection.”

The selections, explained Hermwda, anz
reproductions as opposed 1o the actual itlems in the
collection. Because the Gallery is so easily
accessible to the public - off the Diag, straight
throwgh the Hateher Graduate Library doors, to the
back on the left - the items for the show were
scanned, then printed out in-house, then sent 1o

for mounting on Gatorboard®. Some of the items measure at least 4 feet along one side, but Hermda said that the
library*s scanmers can handle those dimensions in a single scanning pass — no digital stitching together of image files
requined.

Labadie Collection curmtor Julie Herrada's favorite piece in the
exhibit is the poster hanging on the right: "You can't jail the
revolution. Stop the ral. Free the Chicago 8.7

The exhibat is organized thematically, no

chronologically. So there are sections devoted to % "’-: _Wﬂ’w.
protest groups, the elections, the Democratic )

convention, and the interational scene. Herrada T
said that it was difficult to select the items — she
had over 500 items scanned for consideration. The 2
somewhat arbitrary delineation of 1968, which
makes sende now in 2008 as the 40th anniversary
of that year, actually made the selection task - (N .
somewhat casier, said Herrada. Her favorite piece? LLELE L

A silk-screened poster featuring @ red figure, fist
aloft with text reading, “You can't jail the
revolstion, Stop the tnal. Free the Chicago 8.7
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An audio component to the show i made possible

by a loan from the Morth Campus media lab of -
some plastic domed units hanging fram the ociling. i
When viewers of the exhibit stand directly under
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the units they can hear a looped soundirck of 200 ! ; 5
songs, which provides a musical backdrop. The The plastic dome contains a speaker plaving a 200-song
200 tracks were put together by Will Lovick, soundtrack of tunes from the 1960

possibly familiar to Chronicle readers from

On the evening Herrada gave the informal tour of the exhibit, the assembled visitors needed linle prodding to share their
memarics of 1968, although no one worried too much about reminiscences that slipped into 1969, One visitor told of
growing up in Decatur, Ilinois, with a father who subseribed 1o the Village Voice and decided that Greenwich Village
would be a great place to take the family on summer vacation. When they arrived the place was deserted ... everyone
wis at Woodsiock.

Herrada's sisters, Mary and Elena, were on hand
for the tour as well, and related 1o the group their
positive experiences with the Black Panthers
growing up in Detroit. There's currently no
physical guest book at the exhibit, but there"s an
onling guestbook where visitors can share

. Chronicle comments ane closed
for this article as an encouragement to readers who
have memories 1o share to visit that guestbook.

Readers who are sorry they missed Chuck Ream’s
rendition of Country Joe's song, but who would
like i hear Country Joe himself sing, should mark
their calendars for Nov. 13 at 8 p.m. That concert
takes place at the zame venue as the exhibit:

Julie Herrada, left, explains the origins of the exhibit. Haicher Graduate Libsary in ihe « A5 firee
to the public, and first come first served. That

concert will be preceded by a panel discussion a4
p.m. moderated by Paul Courant, UM's dean of libraries. It was Courant’s idea to open up the space of the Gallery 1o the
public — it was previously filled with staff cubicles,

Herrada provided some of the panelists’ names during the tour — they"re huge names coming from far away — but others
are still being invited. S0 Chronicle readers might want to monitor the fior ihe Formial
announcemnent of the complete panel.

Note: Chromicle readers might recognize the mame Chuck Ream as a propoment of on the ballol this
November, which would legalize medical marifuama. In circulating pamphiets to the tour attendees, we believe he might
fave been preaching to the chaoir,
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