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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT

Plaintiffs bring this action to challenge the invidious
discrimination Tostkred in thé State of Michigan by law and
practice against persons under 18 years oflage who seek
political office. Such discrimination exists by statute
to prevent any person under 18 years of age, regardless of
his or her qualifications or ability, from being a candidate
for puﬁlic office. Skch discrimination works a particular
hardship against minors, such as the named individual Plaintiff
herein, who wish to sit on Boards of Education which oversee
the very public institutions--schools--dlitectly affecting
their present and future lives.

This discrimination against youth nof only denies
them the equal pwtection of the laws, but frustrates the
attempts of adﬁlts and adult-led political parties which
advocate youth gaining greater control over their own lives
and institutions. It serves to deny First Amendment rights
to such organizations as the Human Rights Party of Ann Aritor
which seeks deliberately in some instances to have its positions
articutkated aﬁd presented by persons under 18 years of age.

For example, the Human Rights Pirty of Ann Arbor has adopted
in its officlal platform that,the State Age of Majority be

\
lowered to 14 years of age} se® attempts to convey the

validity of its position by presenting articulate. able
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Plaintiffs bring this action to challenge the invidious
discrimination Tostkred in thé‘State of Michigan by law and
practice against persons under 18 years of age who seek
political office. Such discrimination exists by statute

to prevent any person under 18 years of age, regardless of
his or her qualifications or ability, from being a candidate
for puﬂlic office. Skeh discrimination works a particular
hardship against minors, such as the named individual Blaintiff
herein, whb wish to sit on Boards of Education which oversee
the very public institutions—~Schools-—difectly affecting
their present and future lives.

This discrimination against youth noﬁ only denies

them the equal pwtection of the laws, but frustrates the
atbempts of adﬁlts and adult-led political parties which
advocate youth gaining greater control over their own lives
and institutions. It serves to deny First Amendment rights
to such organizations as the Human Rights Party of Ann Arbor
which seeks deliberately in some instances to have its positions
articutated aﬁd presented by persons under 18 years of age.
For example, the Human Rights Pirty of Ann Arbor has adopted
in its official platfornm thatrthe State Age of Majority be
lowered to 14 years of age; &%ﬁ attempts to convey the
validity of its poSiﬁion by presenting articulate, able
persons belween 14 and 18 years ol age to convey the.

importance of {he issue.




