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This book uses a case study 10 explore the process by which society can destroy
’{w-( an ordinary group of people, In the mtcdSmes:hepmhasaim been
\/g'b\ applied against Japancse-Americans and against African-Americans. Both those

| oy cxamples prove that the process can bel halted when a socicty awakens from a \\
- 0Y"y _ delusion in which 2 group of ordinary people is targeted for destruction. \::__%
Ve That is fortunate because American history provides yet onc more example of

Vordmm people targeted for destruction. That example was underway while this
A\ book was wrilten, andwdccdulhcrwonwhythasbookmun}:d.'_

In the United States during the 1990s drug users were targeted r.-.-umc:
I belicve the cffort to be more than a mistake: | belicye jt to be's wmmﬁiy
_ Not everyonc agrees with me. Indeed, the war against drug users enjoys”
Pt § wide popular support thal many Americans intent on saving their country from
— o drug users may have difficulty belicving anyone could sincerely oppose that war,
VT Attitudes toward 3 war, however, cxn depend on the perspective from which it
g_‘_’ is viewed. Two motion pictures illustratc the power of perspective. In 1934 Leni
. 72, Ricfenstzhl directed Triumph of the Will, A half century later Oliver Stone
u,\i sl
Ao

dirccted Salvador. Both films treat the same subject: People convinced of their

superiority rescu¢ a country threatencd from within, One film presents the

rescuers’ perspective. Tbeoﬂmpmmsﬂnmﬁmbyﬂmconlhc
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viv although one clement may predominate at a
%;":-" particular time. Later links are supported by
Sigregt  earlier ones.
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people who want to destroy thelrncggbors 'I‘beuneopicarenumm In

[V 2w every way imaginable they are ordinary persons. But they have become entwined
:]?fﬁin a destruction process at great cost to themselves and their society.

e st The destruction process is basically the same anywhere. Certain things must

h,LbC done in order to climinate a large group of persons from society. On the

f D“ acmg page is a diagram inspired by Raul Hilberg's monumental study of the

3443 _destruction ss as applied to the Holocaust.* Elements of destruction can be

e M visuali a chain, Once the targeted group is (identificd. members can be
@_ﬂp_ mcizc’d m community life through boycott of social and business relations
(inctod ng job dismissals), and through revocation of lcgal rights. The next link

I
g my in the chain of destruction is property confiscation, followed by concentration

ﬁ %WWM localitics. The final clement of
ruction is annihilation, by prevention of binh and infliction of death. Binh

W can be prevented through regulations affecting marriage and childbearing,
‘ %.5 & y including compulsory contraception and sterilization. Death can be inflicted by
—— indirect or direct means. Indirect means include withholding of medical care,
-“-q ¥ Direct means include death squads and central & killing operations (camps).
Mi,w\ Each link in the chain will be examined by a chapter in this book. When this

Vg{\‘.\n book was written, the identification, ostracism, and property confiscation aspects

of the war on drug users were well established and proceeding smoothly. The
concentration clement was at mid-point, and the annihilation clement had begun.
, The latter two clements were in “prototype”™ stage rather than ~full production,”
‘1 obut necessary mechanisms were in place. There was no reason to doubt that full "
pmﬂg:mn could be reached. And we know the dcum:on 1 Process can accelerat
Sl | Suddealy. S
for Amecricans who experience the drug war as mental Muzak may be starticd 10
';;LO %“leam that the dmructlon mccss hxs P

.h,o\ of
‘v}“"]ﬂ’ Elscwhac I hive-arg
whe n} eliminate a group oforﬂmary pooplc as was the casc in Nazi Germany. The
t‘w,»'{ f»roct&s allowing such an outcome in the war againat drug users is underway.
n That is one reason why I feel uncase about the growing popular suppornt for

eliminating drug users in America. Nonetheless, although the destruction process
w#mlcad to mass murder, the process can be abandoned. Its fulfillment is not
vuab_lg.
Lhape this book will help illuminate what drug warriors are doing and why
J,QL {-( their activity threatens all Americans.
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Is nazism a German problem only? Is its menace over for the worIJ"
large, both as an instrumentality of Germany's national politics and as
supra-national appeal-to-the_ meancst in ~human nature? ,

Are the Jews the only minority that is th lhmmdmmdﬂl

.t stands for? Is it 106 academic mMnly is next to be
smgled out—or is it a group that is still to be molded into and elevated
to the rank of a minority?

Max Weinreich, 1946°
e ——

If we wish to destroy drug users we must detect them. In the United States
during the 1990s, characteristics of drug users were popularly considered so
blatant as 10 make detection simple. But in this chapter we shall find that
characteristics of drug users are not blatant at all. Indeed, in most cases their
behavior is so indistinguishable from that of other citizens that police are often
unable to detect a drug user ug user without removing and ana analyzing part of the person’s
__;_ Such means of detection implies that popular images of drug users are
stereotypical instead of accurate. Decades of scientific research verify that
implication. Drug users look and act like everyone clse.

HOW SCIENCE DESCRIBES DRUG USERS

Legal stal little _ref to its Al
most powerful mloxam Yet it is legally available to adults, where the far
milder drug marijuana is forbidden. Nicotine falls within scicntific_criteria

ﬁ‘.damb Schedule 1 contmllcd substances, which arc forbidden even for
) medical use in hospitals, king kills far more persons than do all
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RICHARD LAWRENCE MILLER is an independent scholar. He is the author of
Heritage of Fear: llusion and Reality in the Cold War (1988), Truman: The Rise to
Power (1985), The Case for Legalizing Drugs (Praeger, 1991), and the rcccmly
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