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This book provides the first mulidBTiphinary and nonpartisan analysis of how

United States should | status of cocaine, heroin, and mar-

41*4 jjuana. [t draws on data about the expenences of Western European nations with
15 less punitive drug policics as well as new analyses of America’s experience with
l..!k:ga.l cocaine and heroin a century ago and of America's cfforts to regulate
Y2 1 sambling. prostitution, akoho!, and cigarettes. It offers projections on the likely
N 3] ‘consequences of a number of different legalization regimes and shows that the
& & \ichoice about how to regulate drugs involves complicated tradeoffs among goals

’:/'
T

ke ;.a,i.,x}- & vmable b dose

and conllict among social groups The book presents a sophisticated discussion

so difficult 1o accomplish substantial reform of drug policy in America.

man School of Public Policy and Boalt Hall School of Law, University of
j’ CF‘H -alifornia, Berkeley. Previously, he was Behavioral Scientist at RAND from 1986
forto 1993, where he is now a consultant. Professor MacCoun’s work with Peter
i “_Reuter on street-level drug dealing in Washington, DC, European drug policies.
harm reduction, and other drug policy topics has appeared in Science, Psycho-
30O logical Bulletin, Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, Journal of Quanti-
tative Criminology, and American Psychologist. His research on jury decision
making and civil litigation has appeared in Science, Psychological Review,Journal
of Personality and Social Psychology, Law and Society Review, Law and Human
Behavior, and The Handbook of Psychology and Law. Professor MacCoun's
current work examines bias in the interpretation of research results (Annwal
-~ Review of Psychology, 1998). He has testified before Congress and given policy
GO, _ bricfings to many government officials in the United States and Europe and is a
@; !:‘ *"" member of 3 Nati Academy of Sciences committee on drug policy rescarch.,

Illm&(‘om““ = kA S : :
L __——T%ter Reuter, an economist, is Professor of Public Policy, School of Public Affairs
and Department of Criminology., University of Maryland. He founded the
RAND Drug Policy Research Center, directed it from 1989 to 1993, and contin-
ues 1o scrve there as a consultant. Professor Reuter is currently editor of the
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management. He is a member of the National
Academy of Sciences' Committee on Law and Justice and has served on two
Institute of Medicine panels His ecarly rescarch focused oa the organizstion of
tllegal markets and resulted in the publication of Disorganized Crime: The Eco-
nomics of the Visible Hand (1983), which won the Leslic Wiking award as most
outstanding book of the year in criminology and eriminal justice. Recent papers
have appeared in Addiction, Journal of Quantitative Criminology, American
Journal of Public Health, Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, and
Science. He testifies frequently before Congress and has addressed senior policy
audiences in many countries, including Australia, Chile, Colombia, and Great

Britain. He has served as a consultant to numcerous government agencics.

JE) Robert J. MacCoun, a psychologist, is Professor of Public Policy and Law at
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RAND Studies in Policy Analysls A
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eprror: Charles Wolf, Ir., Series Economt isor and Corporate

i_
{
i Fellow in International Economics, RAND
:BJNQ m;ljm’tlmﬁw‘gﬁ fa~) ZC) v
Policy analysis is the application of scientific methods to develop

Y { 1\ and test alternative ways of addressing social, economic, legal,
N international, national security, and other problems. The RAND )/

-

L

stykeg~ Studies in Policy Analysis series aims to include several significant,
t:mt:ly and innovative works each year in this broad ficld. Sclcc
U#ain, is guided by an editorial board consisting of Charles Wolf, Jr.
\ /Am b (editor), and David S. D. Chu, Paul K. Davis, and Lynn Kaml}r

Aoz (associate cditors).
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Cas h:___f “Confronting the failure of our highly punitive pmh:buumnﬁﬁln:y
b MacCoun and Reuter thoroughly examine the consequences of drug
_ tha hyy }7 legalization in the United States Marshaling the available empirical

-

evidence, they provide an example of what a rational, sophisticated

inquiry into US. drug policy ought to be. “hrts like Dmg War Hﬂ‘g.
sies are needed 10 shatter the current j .

%J‘;_,L_J_ & ous public te on alternatives Lo repression.”
@ ;‘{, a =Gerald M. Oppenheuner, Columbia University
e P4 “The authors have produced a clearly and well-written analysis of

i + tke complex and interconnected cmpmcil and normative issucs that
(h € make drug policy debate o contentious in the USA and elsewhere.
rady Given the intcllectual dominance of American rescarch and think-

P{E?\ ing about drug policy in the international drug policy debate, the
T book has a significance that goes beyond the narrowly parochial
> Somtintd context of the USA. The reputation and track record of the authors

E——Hl_ I will guarantee the book a wide international readership.”
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