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Erim Angner, of Rediord, Bcks an envelope as Michelle Mata, of Ypsilanti, looks on after the pair signed a
letier of concem to send to their siate representatree during a rally at Live at PJ's on Thursday
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After a court ruling dismayed medical marijuana users Wednesday and raids on
marijuana dispensaries in Ann Arbor Thursday, some Ann Arbor area activists soughl to
regroup at a rally Thursday night.

About 150 local medical marijuana supporters came to Live at PJ's in Ann Arbor in an
attempt to rally their community, just hours after 2 medical marijuana dispensaries were
raided by authorities.

[ Downward dog? | What's the best yoga studio? Cast your vote

Local activists were filtering among the crowd, dressed in various proe-marijuana clothing
including hats entwined with pot leaves, gathering signatures on letters to Michigan
lawmakers that voiced support for the dispensaries.

Chuck Ream — a local medical marijuana activist whose dispensary. MedMar, was
raided by police Thursday moming — gave a passionale speech to the crowd espousing
the long history of marijuana'’s medical use.

“Your great, great, great grandmother had no problem getting cannabis and there were
many different uses for it,” Ream said.

The benefit concert had been planned for weeks, but took on an added importance o
local activists after a Michigan appeals court ruling released Wednesday essentially
banned dispensaries, and raids on MedMar and A2 Go Green Corp Thursday.

Joshua Devault, of the Treecity Health Medical Marijuana action
Collective, was one of the many people
passing around the form letters for people to  I's been a big week in the world of

send to their stale representatives. Michigan's Medical Marjuana Act. Here
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< et deri « City officials, medscal marijuana
been coming to the collective wondering dispensaries grapple with ning

what to do about their medicine that day. He cutlaaing pot sales

sand he had to turn patients away because +  Polics raid 2 redical marijuana
of the uncertain silvation surmounding the clinics in Ann Arbar

medical marijuana laws right now. =  Medical marijuana dispansary
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He said it was important for the community
to show their representatives that
dispensaries have a purpose — supplying medicine to patients, who might nol be able to
grow their own marijuana, in a safe manner.

“It's wery hard o grow the type of medicine that collectives can have,” he said. “It's thal
power that we have as a group collective, to be able to dispense that kind of medicine to
patients that really need it.”

Devault said he often gets elderly people coming fo the collective looking for medical
marijuana. He said without the dispensaries, patients like them would not know how to
properly use the medicine or might not be able to get it at all.
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The raids conducted on Thursday were not related to Wednesday's ruling by the
Michigan appeals cour, police said. Employees allegedly failed to follow guidelines
established for operating dispensaries, according to Michigan State Police Det. 1st LL.

Wynonia Sturdivant.

The guidelines thal the dispensaries had
viclated were unclear as of Thursday. There
has been much debate around what the
guidelines are to operate a dispensary, with
many aclivists saying that there are no actual

guidelines set out by the Medical Marijuana Act.

T.J. Rice, a friend of Ream's who ran a
dispensary that was busted in March 2010 and
had felony drug charges brought against him a
year later, said the most important thing for
medical marijuana supporters right now is lo

have a sense of community among themselves.

Rice said his ultimate goal is to form an effort
thal will see marijuana totally legalized, bul in
the meantime it's important for patients,
caregivers and supporters to stick together.

“We've got a long road ahead of us,” Rice said.

Kyle Feldscher covers police amd couwrts far
AnnArbor.com. He can be reached at
kylefeldschen@annarbor.com or you can follow
hirm on Twitter.
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What do you think about the
Michigan appeals court
ruling that marijuana sales
at dispensaries are illegal?

T | agree. The state's medical
marijuana law was never meant to
allow sales,

© | disagree. The state has no
business stepping in after voters
approved medical manjuana,

T I'm not sure.

View results
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