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WITH VIDEO: Police raid 2 medical marijuana
clinics in Ann Arbor
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A Postal Inspecton Service agent and two police officers load boxes info the back of a van
parked in the middla of Man Streel in Ann Arbor during a police raid of A2 Go Green Co-0p
an Thursday.
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«  Related article: Medical marijuana dispensary owner, employees walfch police raid
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Michigan State Police drug investigators raided 2 medical marijuana dispensaries in
Ann Arbor today, but said the raids had nothing to do with a state appeals court ruling
Wednesday that prohibits dispensaries from selling marijuana.

Witnesses said 3 people were taken into custody,

Det. 1st Lt. Wynonia Sturdivant of the Livingston and Washtenaw Narcotics Enforcement
Team said MedMar clinic at 1818 Packard St. and A2 Go Green Corp at 206 5. Main 5t
were raided because their employees allegedly failed to follow guidelines eslablished for
operating dispensaries. She declined to be more specific

Sturdivant said both dispensaries have been under investigalion for at least a couple of
weeks and the raids are not related to each other. She said she did not know what was
seized.

“I's an ongoing investigation.” she saw.

Police officers dressed in black and wearing masks executed a search warrant at
MedMar about noon, seizing compulers, cash, boxes, plastic bags and other items.

Shortly after noon
today, officers
executed a search
warrant al A2 Go
Green Co-0p,
seizing boxes of
files, computers and
brown paper bags.
U.5. Postal
Inspection Service
agenis were there,
but Sturdivant
declined to say why
the federal agency
was involved. A
clinic that had
previously operated
at thie same location
was robbed last
WERT.
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Police vehicles were parked in the middle lane of Main Street for al least 45 minutes.

Chuck Ream, longtime medical marijuana advocate and partner at MedMar, said two of
his employees, were taken away in handcuffs about 10:30 a.m. Ancther employee was
arrested later in the moming

Ream and 3 other people were holding signs promoting medical marijuana and
protesting the police action, yelling at the officers who were carmying items out.
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The law enforcement action comes one day after the state appeals court ruled medical
miarijuana sales are illegal.

Attorney General Bill Schuette’s office issued a statement Wednesday saying he would
send a letter to county prosecutors “explaining that the ruling clearly empowers them to
close dispensaries,”

A spokeswoman for the altomey general's office today said she wasn'l aware of any
state directive to raid dispensaries, but in general the office doesn't confirm or deny
ongoing investigations.

Ann Arbor Police Chief Bametl Jones said LAWNET informed the city in advance that
the two raids were going to be conducted. He said the department's only role was to
stand by and provide a uniformed presence as LAWNET conducted the raids.

Jones said he understands there were specific violations of law that attiracted LAVWNET's
attention and it's speculation to say the raids were in reaction to any court ruling. As for
the possibility of future raids in Ann Arbor, Jones declined to commaeant.

“I'm nol going to comment because | don't know what the new current law iz and | don
know whal's going {0 come up in the fulure,” he said.

Ream said the raid was a disservice (o voters who approved making medical manjuana
legal in Michigan.

"Owr patients are sick,” he said. "We need the medicine and we need it now. | really
didn’t think they'd do this because we have so much suppor from the volters here.”

"What do these patients do now?" he yelled out. "Where do they go?™

KE.C. James, manager of the
FPackard Aulo Repair shop next to
MedMar, said he never had
problems with Ream or Ream's
digpensary.

"He's a real mice guy,” James said. "
feel bad about what's happened.
The state gave him the right to do
thiz and then they just shut him
down.”

Dan Peoples, manager of A2 Go
Green Co-Op, said his shop has
been doing everything legally. It was
in the process of getting its

Ryan J. Stanton | Annfrbor.com  @pplication with the city completed,
he said.

Protestors gather outside Chuck Ream's medical
manjuana dispensary on Packard as it was being
raided at about noon today.

Peoples said the dispensary was
closed this moming after the appeals court decision was announced. He said he wanlad
to get everything worked out with his lawyers before opening up again.
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