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Orgarizers astimated mone than 40 medical manjusna advocales participated in the protest
in advance of Monday night's Ann Arbor City Councll meeling. The profesters ullimatedy
waire pledsed with changas councll mambars made to a medical manjuana Bcensing
ordnance, which comes back for considaration on Jan. 18

Fyam J, Slandon | AnnsrDorcom

Dozens of medical manjuana aovocabes protesied d 1 bafore Monday night's Ann Arbor Clity
Councll meating, decrying the city's proposed l-:emwg r&gulat-nm for the pod inchestry

Marching up and down the sidewalk along Main Streed, (hey chanted and camied signs with phrases ke
“Maripsna i$ NOT a crirne!™ and “Siop aresting patiars!”

Several of those who protested — including dispensary ownars, patients and sdvocabies from Broughout
Michigan — also spoke before the councl at the start of tha meeting Armong their fedes was thal the
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city’s proposed Foensing nubes would requing their names 1o be on a list of careghvers and patients thal
could end up in the hands of federal agents.

*| goav't want to have to join a registry with your cily,” said Brandy Znk of the Michigan Chagpter of
Arpericans for Safe Access, a pro-medical marijuana organization. 5he said shi's & cancer sunvivor and
epilepsy patient and frequantly visils dspansanies in Ann Arbor,

Owver th course of two howrs, council members debated and canefully rewornded the controvarsial
licensing ordnance in a way that appeared 1o please th pro-cannaibis crowd

Despite making several changes, ihi council held off on voling on the reworked version. Al the urging of
Mayor John Hieftje, council membars postponed the vole wntil Jan. 18, giving the city aitomay’s office a
chance to fine-tune i SoMme mong.,

Hit passes on Jan 18, a second raading and final approval Ekedy willl folicwr in Fabruary. The council atso
i% expected to vobe on madical manjeana zoning reguiations by thin.

Councll Marmbers Sabra Briers and Sandl Smilth, both 131 Ward Democrats, offered up a seres of
amandmants to i ordnance, which had bean drafted by the city atiomey's office.

The changes inchuded elirminating icensing mandates for home grow operations. Thi coundil vobed B-4 1o
ensure the ordinance appies only o dspensanes and cultivation faciktes.

The sudence burst into appiause at one point, cawsing Hieflje to remarnc “We don't have inteqection
from the audience during the body of our meeting”

Jaining Brigre and Smith in exempting so-called Thome occupations” from Boenging was Hefts and
Council Members Christopher Taylor, Stephen Kunselman and Margie Teall,
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Thase who opposed the move were Tony
Derezinskl, Stephen Rapundalo, Marcia
Higgins and Carsten Hohnke, Council
Mambar Mike Anglin was absant

Medeal manguana advocate Chuck Ream,
who organized the protest before Monday's
mating, appliuded thi oouncal for th
changes — particulary for backing anway
from whal hé considaned inlrushe
ragquiations for home grow oparations.

“That was iruly the key ... because they
didn't have arry right i mess with home
oocupations and individual caregivers and
patients,” hir S@id. “They simply can'l go inbs
pEopie’s homas — whd ans Pguiar
caregivers and patianis, who ana fully
regulated by the state — and add addtional Ryan J. Stanton | AnnArbor.com
regquiremants for zoning Complancg perits

and indpactions.”

Council Member Christopher Taylor, D-3rd Ward,
seaks the advice of City Altormey Stephen Postema
during Monday's mesting

Brigre agread ihe biggest changs made Monday night was removing home occupations from he
fcensing ordnance, She said it seamad the city had good intentions in seeking a list of names and
adcressas of kcensed houses 50 the polca would know whana not 1o go looking for drugs, bul the siate
law on misdical marjuana discowragas developing such ksts

That's not 1o say home occupations shouldn’l be othenwise regulated, Briere said Parmils should have b
ba pulad for any ekecirical or plumbing or other work dond, Thay 830 have to adhere o the City’s 200ing
grdinancas and nuisance laws.

in another changa to the ordinance, council members had second thoughts about limiting the number of
dispinganes and cultivation faciities in the city o 15, Afler a lengthy debate, the coundil voled 8-2 in
favor of satting what appears 10 be @ higher Bmit

Crly Higgins and Rapundalo objected

The council decided that, for the nexi year, licenses should be capped at a number that is 10 parcent
highar than tha total number of dispensaries and cultivation facilities currently operating in the city. But
that can't axcead 20 dapensarias and 10 cullivation facilitias
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