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Medical Marijuana Plan Amended, Delaved

By Dave Askins
January 6, 2011

Ann Arbor City Council meeting (Jan. 3, 2011): The council’s meeting was held in the
Washtenaw County board of commissioners boardroom to accommodate current renovations to
city hall. Before the meeting, advocates for medical marijuana demonstrated with signs and “‘“‘a_\\
chants on the sidewalk outside the Washtenaw County administration building on North Main.

Signs held by advocates for medical marijuana before the start of the Jan. 3 Ann Arbor city
council meeting. Stephen Postema is the city attorney for Ann Arbor, and also president of the

Michigan Association of Municipal Attorneys, a section of the Michigan Municipal League.
Postema has pushed for a licensing scheme that some medical marijuana advocates say violates
the state statute. (Photos by the writer.)

Inside at the meeting, the council ultimately delayed their vote on an initial approval of a
licensing scheme for medical marijuana dispensaries, cultivation facilities and home occupations.
That initial vote is now scheduled for Jan. 18, with final approval expected in early February,
along with zoning regulations affecting medical marijuana-related businesses. The licensing
proposal to be considered by the council at its next meeting will be significantly different from
the one that they started with Monday night, due to various amendments councilmembers
approved, before voting to postpone the measure.

Amendments included: eliminating home occupations from the licensing scheme; increasing the
number of licenses to 20 for dispensaries and 10 for cultivation facilities; creating a licensing
board; removing reference to “misdemeanor involving a controlled substance™; and revising the
language of required internal signage.
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moratorium on medical marijuana
dispensaries two more months
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The Ann Arbor City Council once again delayed voting on medical marijuana regulations Tuesday
night, instead extending a moratorium on new dispensaries for two more months.

The decision to postpone the vote on a new licensing ordinance for marijuana businesses — which is still
at first reading — came following a back-and-forth debate over what information should be required on
applications for annual licenses.

Nearly two hours into the meeting, as several cannabis advocates watched from the audience, Mayor
John Hieftje acknowledged it has taken Ann Arbor longer than other municipalities to come up with its
own local regulations for the budding pot industry.

"We are going to be extremely careful that we craft some Iegis!ation that we believe is going to best
serve the patients and the caregivers — and anyone who is involved in what is for our state, certainly for
our community, a new endeavor," Hieftje said. "I'd much rather get this right than get it done in any sort
of a hasty fashion."

The city has had a temporary moratorium on
new dispensaries since last August while
officials work out separate zoning and
licensing ordinances.

There are at least a dozen and possibly as
many as 18 dispensaries and cultivation
facilities in Ann Arbor, according to estimates
by city officials and those in the industry
locally.

The council voted 10-0 Tuesday night to
postpone considering the licensing
ordinance until Feb. 7 and to extend the
moratorium — which would have expired
Jan. 31 — another two months to March 31.

Medical marijuana advocates came out in large
numbers for Tuesday's meeting of the Ann Arbor City
Council.
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Briers failed o get suppart from any ofver membear of councll except for Sandl Smith, D-1st Ward.
Council Member Margie Teall, D=dth YWand, was absent

Brirre said har concarm — ona shared by madical mariasana advecates — is the city might inadvertenty
campile a list of narmes of patients and aiegeers that could end up in fw hands of fedeal autharifies.
5She said they should b able b maintain their ananymicy.

“Ananymity from what? Vihal are they trying bo hide ™ sad Council Member Stephen Rapundale, D-2Znd
Viard, who strangly disagreed with Briers,

Rapundalo said hae sw no ssue whatsopwer” with requiring staksholders in a marijuana business to list
their narmes on an application. i theyre following state bw and operating a egitmate business, ke sald,
they should have nothing to wormy about

"I mean, ail we're asking for is who's the owmers? That's " he said. ¥l don't see what we're trying 1o
protect here. What kind of nghts would we be violatng of theirs?”

Hieftje agreed the ownars of a dispersary should b= identified, at the very least, so it's dear who the
resporsible party i if someone gete sick from the product and wants to sue.

Atthe start of the discuseion, Brere handed out & one-page sheet contaming esveral amendments she
planned {o bring forwsrd, But any pash o have the councl ewrite the ordinance on the fly was cut short
when ctundl members decided i wasn'l the best appeoach,

"Thi& i% row the seoond time we've had a senes of amendments on the By, said Councl Mambsr Tony
Derezinskl, 0-2nd Ward.

Council membars instead agreed to submit 2l proposad changes and questions to the oty attomeay's
office for reveew in advance of the coundl's next meeting,

Four medical marijusana advocies, induding Dennis Hayes, addressad the council during public input at
the atart of Tuesday's mesting

"Thig is a law at is designed to help patients and to assist the caregivers who provide cara for the
patients,” Hayes said, referning to the state's medical marjuana act

Criticizing n particular the nide that & patent's name must be on & label, Hayes said the city's proposed
requlations were "totally confrany” to the community's history and tradiion of olerncs loward medical
Mmarijuana.

Chuck Ream, & lomglime medical mar|uana advecabe whe opened a dispensary on Packard Road near
Irequeis Place last year, questoned part of the ordinanca that states dispensanes must keep records of
who they receive marijuana from and must make those records sveilable to e city "upon request.” He
called that “chilling® and “illegal *

“Ae we speak, the feds are almady going aftar the records of patients and caregivers in Michigan,” Ream
told council mambears.

Gersh Avery, a medical marijuana advecabe from Dexter, agreed any collection of ists would be
attractive to fedaral officials.

D you think Ann Arbor should require names of ovwnersloperators of medical marijuana
dispensaries on licens e applications?
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Whan Stephen Rapundalo alfows me to ook in his medcine cabinet, s
bedroom, bathroom, basement and his dresser drawers || e happy to
lat Fum ksak i mine, Akhat doss b have to Fdae?
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